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New laws are not enough.

There is no question that we need new laws and policies
to correct the injustices of mass incarceration. Passing
the Civil Rights Act was a moral imperative, but the new
laws of 1964 were not enough to overcome racism and
injustice. Neither are new laws enough now. Justice and
mercy require that we become new people—all of us. In
order to build public life that reflects Jesus’ Kingdom, we
will transcend societal divisions of race and class and be
transformed through a new fabric of relationship to God
and one another.

Freedom Circle Spiritual Support Groups generate new,
holistic expressions of the Kingdom.

Freedom Circles are deceptively simple, yet revolutionary
faith communities of socio-economic diversity and
spiritual accountability. Embracing rich and poor, all
hues of skin tone and culture, formally educated and
street-educated, Freedom Circles are intentionally
diverse expressions of God’s universal family. Through
stories, attitudes and experiences of those unlike us, we
receive the conviction, grace and life-lessons God renders.
We are emboldened by scripture and prayer to become
disciples of Christ, working together for the sake of the
most vulnerable. We function under the leadership of the
poor and the oppressed, in collegial partnership with the
privileged and influential. Freedom Circles are
dismantling mass incarceration at its core while
implementing new forms of spiritual accountability and
societal correction. Freedom Circles are building blocks
for a new kind of church, a new kind of restorative
justice, and a new kind of society.

things are what every
congregation is most
equipped to offer.

Immersion

Immersion is a ten-week experience of redeeming
relationships through participation in a Freedom Circle and
simultaneous participation in a series of ten intentional
conversations. Immersion includes reading assignments and
reflection papers, and will prepare you for leadership in a
Freedom Circle. As Immersion explores the realities of mass
incarceration, our conversations topics will include:
 Mass incarceration as framed by Jesus, Gandhi and
King
 Faith-filled, non-violent response to evil
 Exploring relationship to power, wealth and status
in
Freedom Circles
 Freedom Circles at work in the community
 Linking a new kind of faith community with new
practices of restorative justice
Immersion is offered in the
fall (Sept/Oct/Nov),
winter (Jan/Feb/March) and
spring (April/May/June).

Why We Can’t Wait (WWCW) is DC’s Church-wide response to
the injustices of mass incarceration.
Freedom Circles, Immersion & WWCW are initiatives of
Becoming Church. For more information, visit us at
becomingchurch.org or whywecantwait.org.

